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Parents, concerned citizens and business leaders, government officials and elected representatives


need to know the facts - and how to address these critical issues.








The Issue


After-school programs can improve school attendance, academic performance, and social-emotional development for children.








Children with working parents who have no after-school programs are left alone up to 25 hours each week.  Juvenile crime triples between 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., 


the hours immediately following school dismissal.





Recommendations


Increase state funding for after-school programs with more funding designated to severe need school districts. 





Through funding, encourage evidence-based practices for after-school programs and implementation of meaningful academic enrichment curricula.
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9,350�Bridgeport children 


ages 6-11 have a working mother.








2,600�children served in Bridgeport after-school programs.








394�juvenile arrests in Bridgeport in 2006 involved children under the age of 15, 36% of all juvenile arrests.	








$1�spent on after-school programs can save $4 in criminal justice costs.








